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The "International Symposium on Hearing (ISH 2003)" was held on 24-29 June 2003 at the Villagium la Normont Hotel in Dourdan, France - about 50 kilometers south of Paris.  It was chaired by Dr. Stephen McAdams of IRCAAM in France.  There were 62 selected oral presentations and approximately 100 attendees from several countries.  

The Organizing Committee consisted of:
• Stephen McAdams, Ircam-CNRS, Paris, France

• Alain de Cheveigné, Ircam-CNRS, Paris, France

• Lionel Collet, Université Claude Bernard,  Lyon, France

• Daniel Pressnitzer, Ircam-CNRS, Paris, France

The Scientific Committee consisted of:

• Stephen McAdams, Alain de Cheveigné, Lionel Collet, Daniel Pressnitzer

• Ian Winter, Cambridge University, UK

• Alan Palmer, University of Nottingham, UK.

Further information is available on the ISH web site (http://www.ish2003.org) including the official program.
The Symposium has taken place every three years in Europe for nearly 35 years. It is organized in turn in the Netherlands, Germany, the United Kingdom, and only since recently in France (the 2003 edition was only the second meeting held in France).  The presentations of each symposium, as well as written commentaries and responses on each presentation, are published in an edited volume. This series has become a primary reference in the field of hearing research. The previous meetings and their resulting books are listed in the following table. Springer Verlag will publish the current edition (slated for release in 2004), which should ensure a large distribution for the book.

	I.
	1969
	Driebergen, NL
	Frequency Analysis and Periodicity Detection in Hearing, R. Plomp & G. Smoorenburg (eds.), Sijthoff, Leiden, 1970.

	II.
	1972
	Eindhoven, NL
	Hearing Theory, B. Cardozo (ed.), I.P.O., Eindhoven, 1972.

	III.
	1974
	Tutzing, D
	Facts and Models in Hearing, E. Zwicker & E. Terhardt (eds.), Springer Verlag, Berlin, 1974.

	IV.
	1977
	Keele, GB
	Psychophysics and Physiology of Hearing, E. Evans & J. Wilson (eds.), Academic Press, London, 1977.

	V.
	1980
	Noordwijkerhout, NL
	Psychophysical, Physiological and Behavioural Studies in Hearing, G. van den Brink & F. Bilsen (eds.), Delft University Press, Delft, 1980.

	VI.
	1983
	Bad Nauheim, D
	Hearing: Physiological Bases and Psychophysics, R. Klinke & R. Hartmann (eds.), Springer Verlag, Berlin, 1983.

	VII.
	1986
	Cambridge, GB
	Auditory Frequency Selectivity, B. Moore & R. Patterson (eds.), Plenum Press, New York, 1986.

	VIII.
	1988
	Groningen, NL
	Basic Issues in Hearing, H. Duifhuis, I. Horst & H. Wit (eds.), Academic Press, London, 1988.

	IX.
	1991
	Carcans, F
	Auditory Physiology and Perception, Y. Cazals, K. Horner & L. Demany (eds.), Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1992.

	X.
	1994
	Irsee, D
	Advances in Hearing Research, G. A. Manley, G. M. Klump, C. Koeppl, H. Fastl & H. Oeckinghaus (eds.), World Scientific, Singapore, 1994.

	XI.
	1997
	Grantham, GB
	Psychophysical and Physiological Advances in Hearing, A. Palmer, A. Rees, Q. Summerfield & R. Meddis (eds.), Whurr Publishers, London, 1998.

	XII.
	2000
	Mierlo, NL
	Physiological and Psychophysical Bases of Auditory Function, A. Houtsma, A. Kohlrausch, V. Prijs & R. Schoonhoven (eds.), Shaker Publishing, Maastricht, 2000.


Technical Focus

The International Symposium on Hearing (ISH) aims to gather together the main personalities in the fields concerning the scientific study of hearing—biophysics, molecular biology, physiology, psychoacoustics, experimental psychology, brain imaging, and computer modeling. This strongly interdisciplinary and prestigious symposium holds a unique position as place of information exchange within the auditory research community.  Its originality is that it is composed of presentations that are solicited from an elite network of auditory scientists, a small subset of which are then selected and presented in a single-track meeting without parallel sessions.  It always takes place in a relatively isolated locale in order to incite interactions between scientists coming from various disciplines. The specificity of ISH2003 by comparison with its predecessors is the stronger presence of modelers of auditory processes, as well as presentations of research using functional brain imaging techniques.

Defense Relevance

This International Symposium on Hearing covers a technology area closely coupled to speech processing.  It covers such interests as automated speech recognition, speaker recognition, key-word identification, speech understanding in noisy reverberant environments, etc.  -  all of which are of very high interest to DoD  -  particularly in our war against terrorism.

Assessment

This was a very unusual conference for me.  I actually got very little out of the technical presentations.  They were significantly over my head.  (Hence, this review does not waste your time by providing my report on them.)  My major criticism of the symposium is that too little time (i.e., none) was spent describing the forest or even the trees.  Speakers typically dove right into describing their special investigations of the leaves, bark, and roots.  This leaves the "new blood" (like me) in the audience lost - without getting the broader picture.  In my opinion, the symposium is in danger of becoming in-bred with no new blood or interaction with related (but "outside") fields.  Speakers frequently used highly-specialist terms such as medial efferents, chopper unit, velocity JND, lability, and rate ITD function as though everyone understood them - which I didn't.  Several other attendees shared this view.

However, when I voiced this opinion to some of the conference organizers they pointed out to me the unique intent of this particular symposium - namely, to invite only the top 100 specialists in the field to a meeting where talks were expected to be about 7 minutes followed by 23 minutes of open discussion.  Attendees were expected to not be Hearing experts - with no need for introductory background remarks.   Attendees were expected to have read all the presentations ahead of the conference and to be prepared to dive into an active debate on the merits and implications of each idea.  They said that numerous other conferences on audio and acoustics could educate the "new blood" and develop interaction with related fields.  They wanted to keep the unique nature of this one to serve only the "cream-of-the-crop" specialists.   This is an elitist view, but they have every right to organize their symposium as they see fit.

I greatly enjoyed the conference and was very impressed with the high technical calibre of the leaders, presenters, and attendees.  I had many useful technical interactions with other attendees over the meals and coffee breaks.
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Dr. Stephen McAdams

Equipe Perception et Cognition Musicales

Ircam-CNRS (UMR 9912)

1 place Igor-Stravinsky

F-75004 Paris, France

Stephen.McAdams@ircam.fr

Dr. Keith Bromley

Associate Director for Information Technology

Office of Naval Research Global

London, United Kingdom

email:  kbromley@onrifo.navy.mil

Dr. Bromley's tour-of-duty at ONRG completed shortly after this conference.  His new address is:

Dr. Keith Bromley

Code 27305

SPAWAR Systems Center

San Diego, CA  92152

U.S.A.

email: keith.bromley@navy.mil
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