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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Following the recommendation made at a high level meeting of Indian Ocean Principals’ (New Delhi, India, 8 - 9 November 2001), the first IOGOOS Conference was planned

 to discuss further a regional programme to enhance ocean and coastal observing activities in the Indian Ocean. Indian Ocean Rim countries as well as other countries from outside the region, representatives of regional and international ocean bodies and programmes were invited.  The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to formally establish an IOGOOS Regional Alliance to foster co-operation towards the development and strengthening of operational oceanography in the Indian Ocean was anticipated. 

A conference of this magnitude was never held in the Indian Ocean region. The region represents a wide range of cultures, languages, governmental systems, scientific development, etc. The conference intended to identify common interests and establish a framework for future cooperation in ocean observing.     

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF SCIENTIFIC/TECHNICAL RESULTS

Nineteen organizations of 10 Indian Ocean countries signed a Memorandum of Understanding to create and actively participate in a Regional Alliance for IOGOOS.

This MOU is one of the strongest instruments of cooperation and collaboration in the context of the oceanographic development of the region. One hundred and fifty seven participants attended from twenty-five countries. 

The Conference proposed a number of actions and programs to give effect to the IOGOOS vision and to meet its objectives. Individual meetings were organized to address: Ocean and Climate, Coastal GOOS, Data Management and Information, Satellite Applications and Regional GOOS Coordination. The conference agreed that basin-wide structure of temperature, salinity, and currents will be monitored by combining routine satellite data with pilot in situ measurements by ARGO floats, moored buoys, XBTs, and other instruments. A new data-management structure will disseminate integrated data products, including ocean analyses and climate predictions to regional users. In the coastal zone, increased and coordinated study and monitoring of coastal erosion, habitat and biodiversity, and fisheries will be given priority, with the aim of forecasting change and of providing the best possible data products to the national authorities, managers and scientific communities. Capacity building activities related to satellite data will be organized under the umbrella of IOGOOS in the future.  

The significance of the Conference lies in its explicit statement of commitment of the participating countries, agencies and institutions, and of interested nongovernmental organizations, to the generation of oceanic knowledge, data, and information and their application to the ocean- and climate-change problems of the Indian Ocean, and to the free and open access to such knowledge, data, and information, for the benefit of all the people of the Indian Ocean region and beyond.

ONRIFO SPONSORED PARTICIPANTS

 Summary of participants funded by ONRIFO 

	No.
	Title/Name
	Institution/Agency
	Country

	1
	Dr Kamal Dharmasiri TENNAKOON
	National Aquatic Resources Research 
& Development Agency (NARA)
	Sri Lanka

	2
	Dr Mohideen WAFAR
	National Institute of Oceanography
	India

	3
	Dr Nicolette Tracy DEMETRIADES
	Marine Estuarine Research
	South Africa

	4
	Dr Gullaya WATTAYAKORN
	Department of Marine Science
Chulalongkorn University
	Thailand

	5
	Dr Tom MALONE
	University of Maryland 
	USA

	6
	Dr Palitha Nalin WIKRAMANAYAKE
	Department of Civil Engineering 
Open University of Sri Lanka
	Sri Lanka

	7
	Dr Tim McCLANAHAN
	The Wildlife Conservation Society
	Kenya

	8
	Mr Yacob ISMAIL
	Hydrographic Department 
Royal Malaysian Navy
 
	Malaysia

	9
	Dr Sayed Jamal BUKHARI
	GIS Coordinator
Supreme Council for Environment & National Reserves
	Qatar

	10
	Mr David N.G. KIRUGARA
	Marine Fisheries Research Institute
	Kenya

	11
	Dr Albano GOVE 
	Director of INAHINA
	Mozambique

	12
	Dr M D Ahmed KAWSER
	Department of Aquaculture & Fisheries
	Bangladesh

	13
	Dr Obaidul QUADER
	Space Research and Remote Sensing Organization (SPARRSO)
	Bangladesh

	14
	Mr Grant ELLIOTT
	Services Development Manager, Australian Bureau of Meteorology
	Australia


SCIENTIFIC STEERING AND ORGANIZING COMMITTEES

 Steering Committee Members

	Title/Name
	Institution/Agency 
	Country

	Dr Gary Meyers
	CSIRO 
	Australia

	Prof  Tom Malone
	University of Maryland
	USA

	Dr Chris Crossland
	LOICZ
	Netherlands

	Dr Peter Pissiersens
	IOC
	France

	Dr Peter Dexter
	WMO
	Switzerland

	Dr K. Radhakrishnan
	INCOIS
	India

	Mr William Erb
	IOC
	Australia

	Prof Dr Merv Lynch
	Curtin University
	Australia

	Dr Peter Hacker
	University of Hawaii
	USA

	Dr Narayana Swamy   
	NIO
	India

	Dr Satish Shetye
	NIO
	India

	Mr S. N. Sok Appadoo
	Mauritius Met. Service
	Mauritius

	Mr Vishnu Soondron
	MOI
	Mauritius

	Mr Sachooda Ragoonaden
	MOI
	Mauritius

	Dr Mohideen Wafar
	NIO
	India


 Local Organizing Committee Members

	Title/Name
	Institution/Agency
	Country

	Mr Suresh Seebaluck         
	Prime Minister’s Office
	Mauritius

	DrRanadhir Mukhopadhyay    
	MOI
	Mauritius

	Mr S. N. Sok Appadu
	Mauritius Met Service
	Mauritius

	Professor I. Fagoonee
	University of Mauritius 
	Mauritius

	Mr B. Boyramboli
	Prime Minister’s Office
	Mauritius

	Mr Vishnu Soondron
	Prime Minister’s Office
	Mauritius

	Mr  Sachooda Ragoonaden
	MOI
	Mauritius

	Mr Soorajbally 
	Prime Minister’s Office
	Mauritius


SPONSOR INFORMATION

List of all conference sponsors

	Agency
	Country

	Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC)
	France

	World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
	Switzerland

	Climate Variablility and Predictability (CLIVAR)
	Switzerland

	Land-Ocean Interactions in the Coastal Zone (LOICZ)
	Netherlands

	CSIRO Hobart
	Australia

	Department of Ocean Development (DOD)
	India

	Mauritius Oceanography Institute (MOI)
	Mauritius

	Meteo France
	France

	National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
	USA

	National Science Foundation (NSF)
	USA

	United States Office of Naval Research (ONR)
	USA

	Government of Mauritius
	Mauritius


PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings will consist of summaries of the conference overview papers, extended abstracts and summaries of each individual meeting comprising the conference. The report is in preparation and should be available in early 2003. It will be published in bound form and distributed to each participant and to all sponsors. It will also be available on the conference website and IOGOOS website: 

http://moi.gov.mu and http://ns2.incois.gov.in/iogoos/ 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

Link to MOI and IOGOOS websites: http://moi.gov.mu and http://ns2.incois.gov.in/iogoos/

COUNTRIES REPRESENTED AND NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS

	Country (24)
	Number of Participants (156)

	Australia
	8

	Bangladesh
	2

	Canada
	1

	Comoros
	1

	France
	5

	India
	36

	Iran
	1

	Japan
	6

	Kenya
	6

	Madagascar
	2

	Malaysia
	2

	Mauritius
	41

	Mozambique
	2

	Netherlands
	1

	New Zealand
	1

	Norway
	2

	Qatar
	1

	Seychelles
	5

	Sri Lanka
	3

	South Africa
	10

	Thailand
	1

	Tanzania
	3

	United States of America
	13

	United Kingdom
	2


LIST OF PARTICIPANTS AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Link to MOI website: http://moi.gov.mu
