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1. Introduction

This moderate sized conference was the fourteenth in an annual series of neural control of movement specific meetings.  A total of 235 people from 18 countries registered for the meeting.  About half of the delegates were from North America (U.S. & Canada).  The other half of the delegates were mostly from Western European Countries.  The meeting was extremely useful and effective.  Very few talks were cancelled and the lead researchers were all able to attend.  US organizations represented at the meeting included universities, and commercial laboratories and companies.

2. Meeting Overview

The meeting had an all-plenary agenda.  Each speaker was allowed about 20-25 minutes followed by a short question and answer period.  There were also 2 poster sessions.  A list of the oral session topics follows:

1. Role of the Superior Colliculus in Sensori-motor Transformation for Gaze and Forelimb Systems

2. The Corticospinal Matrix Revolution: Interactions Between Multiple Neurons and Multiple Muscles

3. The Frontal Cortex and Gaze Control: From Cognition to Coordination

4. The Differential Impact of Basal Ganglia and Cerebellar Disease on Sensorimotor Control and Learning

5. What Do We Know about Cerebro-Cerebellar Communication System after Allen and Tsukahara

6. Watch your Step: Mechanisms Contribution to Visually-Guided Locomotion

7. The Power of Positive Feedback

8. Motor Control in Focal Hand Dystonia

. 

3. SUMMARY

This meeting was a specialists meeting that brought together the leading researchers and clinicians who work with the neural control of movement.  This area of research is becoming more and more important and in the forefront of the neural sciences given the current interest and achievements in the area of brain-computer/brain-machine interface.  As evidenced by the recent approval by the FDA for human clinical trials by Cyberkinetics Inc. of electrode/chip implantation in the brain of paralyzed patients to allow for the control of a computer by the brain.
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