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1. Introduction

This large conference was the eighth in a triannual series of CBW specific meetings.  A total of 960+ people from 49 countries registered for the meeting.  The host country Sweden had the most with 191 registrants, followed closely by the USA with 171 and the UK with 87.  The meeting was extremely useful and effective and covered a wide variety of interested in the CBRN topics.  Sweden as the host Country of these meetings obviously takes the subject matter quite seriously.  This was emphasized by the opening by the HM the Kind of Sweden and HRH Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden.  This was followed by an opening series of pleanary talks by Dr. Hans Blix, Ambassador Rogelio and Col. Debra Thedford.  There were no cancelled talks that I was aware of and the lead researchers were all able to attend.  US organization represented at the meeting included ONR, DARPA, NRL, NSWC, DSC, ECBC, DOS, NIST, DTRA, several universities, Sandia National Lab, and numerous private companies and laboratories.

2. Meeting Overview

With the exception of the opening the meeting had a concurrent session agenda.    Each speaker had 20 minutes including the short question and answer period.  The concurrent session topics were organized in a logical grouping and sequence to allow for minimum disruption from roaming audience members.   There was also 1 very large poster session.  A list of the oral session topics follows:

1. Detection

2. Crisis Management

3. Medical Aspects

4. Body Protection

5. New Equipment

6. Identification

7. Demilitarization

8. Policy, Terrorism – general aspects

9. Filters & Respirators

10. Decontamination

11. Modeling and Risk Assessment

In addition there were 4 Round Table Discussions that could be attended during the concurrent session each day.  The four topic areas were:

1. Experiences from UNMOVIC

2. Ethical Aspects on BC Protection Research

3. Collective Protection

4. Terrorism

3. SUMMARY

This meeting while large was a very good and informative meeting on not only the research areas of chemical and biological warfare interest areas, but also on the state-of-the-art of commercial products for this important area of work.  While there were some undertones of concern and criticisms on America and the UK’s policies regarding Iraq and the war overall things were kept at a very high and not personal level.   The quality of the papers in general was quite good.  The exceptions to this were the papers that basically were marketing advertisements for products, rather than descriptions of new and innovative work.  There was a very large trade show associated with the meeting and one could obtain as much information one requires on available equipment and technologies in the chem./bio detection business at these booths.      
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