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1. Introduction

This large conference was the eighth in a biannual series of biosensor specific meetings.  A total of 643 people from 22 countries registered for the meeting.  The UK with 108 registrants, Germany with 69 and Japan with 58 had the largest contingents.  The meeting was extremely useful and effective.  Very few talks were cancelled and the lead researchers were all able to attend.  US organization represented at the meeting included NRL, several universities, USDA, AFIP, Oakridge National Lab, Ames lab USDOE, LLNL, and numerous private companies and laboratories.

2. Meeting Overview

The meeting had an combined plenary and concurrent session agenda.  The plenary speakers were allowed 45 minutes and started each day as Keynote talks.  Each speaker in the concurrent sessions was allowed about 20 minutes including the short question and answer period.  The concurrent session topics were organized in a logical grouping and sequence to allow for minimum disruption from roaming audience members.   There were also 3 poster sessions.  A list of the oral session topics follows:

1. Nucleic acid sensors and DNA chips

2. Immunosensors

3. Organism & whole cell-based biosensors

4. Bioelectronics, biofuel cells & microanalytical systems

5. Systems integration, proteomics & single cell analysis

6. New signal transduction technology

7. Enzyme based biosensors

8. Natural & synthetic receptors for biosensors

9. Commercial developments and markets

. 

3. SUMMARY

This meeting was a specialists meeting that brought together the leading researchers, developers, users and commercializers of biosensors.  The quality of the papers in general was quite good.  This was especially true of the daily Keynote talks, which were excellent.  While there continues to be a major need for detectors/sensors of chemical and biological warfare agents and much of the work focuses on that, it is becoming obvious that the potential market is very small and thus much of the research is turning to more mundane, yet commercially viable sensor needs.    
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