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1. Introduction

This small meeting was one of several held over the past 10 years between the U.S. and Poland on the subject of Bioterrorism Protection.  Less than 100 people from the two countries attended the meeting.  The host country Poland by far  had the most participants/attendees.  The meeting was extremely useful and effective and covered a wide variety of interested in the CBRN topics.  It had almost a workshop format given the small number of participants and as such was all the more enlightening in many ways.  US organization represented at the meeting included DARPA, NRL, ECBC, DOS, U.S. Army, USMC, several universities, and numerous private companies and laboratories.

2. Meeting Overview

The meeting was an all plenary format.  There were 25 oral presentations, 23 posters, 13 commercial participants with displays and one afternoon live demonstration session of decontamination systems.  Each speaker had 20 minutes including the short question and answer period.  A list of the oral session topics follows:

1. Biological warfare threats – preparedness and response

2. New technologies in detection and identification

3. Biological weapon agents

SUMMARY

This meeting was a very good and informative meeting on not only the research areas of chemical and biological warfare interest areas, but also on the state-of-the-art of commercial products for this important area of work.  It didn’t have a large international bent since it was focused on a direct w2orking relationship between the US and Poland, but it was still obvious that there is a lot of collaborative work between these countries in this area of concern.  The quality of the papers in general was quite good.  Add that to the benefits of a small group of very engaged attendees and it makes for a very worthwhile and exciting interchange of information, thoughts and ideas.  
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