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1. Introduction

This was a small NATO sponsored Advanced Research Workshop, co-sponsored by DARPA and ONRIFO.  It was held in concert with the Annual meeting of the International Medical Association Bulgaria (IMAB).  A total of 92 people from 18 countries registered for the meeting.  Bulgaria with 47 registrants had the largest contingent.  The meeting was extremely useful and effective.  No talks were cancelled and the lead researchers were all able to attend.  US organization represented at the meeting included DARPA, several universities, and USDA.

2. Meeting Overview

The meeting had an all-plenary agenda.  Each speaker was allowed about 20-25 minutes followed by a short question and answer period.  The meeting topics proceeded in a logical sequence from genomics through vaccines.  There were also 3 poster sessions.  In addition to the formal and poster presentations, time was allocated for general discussions on subjects brought up in previous plenary sessions and the group was small enough that these discussions were quite enlightening and useful.

. 

3. SUMMARY

This meeting was a specialists meeting that brought together leading researchers, medical clinicians, funding agents, veterinarians, military medical personnel and others who work with potential bioterror agents and sensor technology as well as post exposure trauma treatment.  The linking with the IMAB annual meeting was both useful and distracting.  It was useful from the standpoint that it provided exposure of much of this valuable information to many who otherwise wouldn’t have directly received the information.  Distracting in that many people were back and forth between the two meetings.  The coordinators and host bent over backward to make everyone comfortable and to keep the meeting moving and productive.  There were many discussions between the organizers and the funding agency representatives as to the benefit of making this meeting a regular event on a biannual basis.  The hosts were quite hopeful that they could offer to host future meetings along this line.  In addition, there were many other offers and suggestions as to other potential venues and to how the meeting should be structured in the future if it does occur.  One thing that was agreed to by most was that the workshop should be a stand alone meeting and not tied to a domestic or regional conference as this one was.
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