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1. Introduction

This conference was the first in what is planned as a biannual series of neural engineering meetings.  A total of 200+ people from 25+ countries registered for the meeting.  The US had the largest contingent.  The Iraq war was in progress during the meeting and as a consequence some of the registered people did not make the trip to the meeting. Nonetheless, the meeting was excellent, and very effective.  Very few talks were cancelled and most of the lead researchers that were registered were all able to attend.  US organizations represented at the meeting included NSF and a neural hardware company.

2. Meeting Overview

The meeting had an all-plenary agenda.  Each speaker was allowed about 20-25 minutes followed by a short question and answer period.  The meeting topics were grouped very effectively.  There were also 3 poster sessions, one each day and an adequate amount of time was set aside to visit all the posters one might desire to see.  A list of the oral session topics follows:

1. Brain and Neurons

2. Artificial Implants/Neural Prostheses

3. Biological Neural Networks

4. Control of Neurological Systems

5. Neural Signal Processing

6. Neural Informatics

7. Brain Imaging

8. Brain-Computer Interface

9. Virtual and Augmented Reality in Brain Surgery, Diagnosis and Treatment

. 

3. SUMMARY

This initial Neural Engineering meeting was a specialists meeting that brought together the leading researchers and students working in the emerging multi-disciplinary field of Neural Engineering.  The content and size of the meeting allowed for maximum interchange between attendees and for the initiation of what should be an excellent conference in the future.  The timing forced the withdrawal of some registrants, but their absence seemed to have no serious effect on the meeting.  Of special interest were the presentations on the brain-computer interface subject area given the current and planned investment in this topic by both ONR and DARPA.  
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