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1. Introduction

This large conference was the fifth in a biannual series of anthrax specific meetings.  A total of 366 people from 30 countries registered for the meeting.  The US with 142 registrants and France with 38 had the largest contingents.  The Iraq war was in progress during the meeting and as a consequence the entire groups of attendees from Israel and from Nigeria withdrew.  In addition about 40 Americans also were unable to attend.  Nonetheless, the meeting was extremely useful and effective.  Very few talks were cancelled and the lead researchers were all able to attend.  US organization represented at the meeting included DARPA, several universities, CDC, several NIH components, USAMRIID, FBI and numerous biopharmaceutical companies and laboratories.

2. Meeting Overview

The meeting had an all-plenary agenda.  Each speaker was allowed about 20-25 minutes followed by a short question and answer period.  The meeting topics proceeded in a logical sequence from genomics through vaccines.  There were also 6 poster session.  A list of the oral session topics follows:

1. Genomics including detection, identification and epidemiology 

2. The Spore: Structure and Germination

3. Gene Regulation and Genetic Tools

4. Toxins: Structure and Function

5. Detection, Identification, ecology, Epidemiology of B. Cereus, B. Anthracis and B. Thuringensis
6. Lessons of the 2001 Anthrax Episode

7. Vaccines and Therapeutics of Anthrax—2 sessions.

. 

3. SUMMARY

This meeting was a specialists meeting that brought together the leading researchers, policy-setters, law enforcement representatives, veterinarians and medical clinicians who work with Anthrax.  The timing forced the withdrawal of some registrants, but their absence seemed to have no serious effect on the meeting.  Of special interest was the discussion from both clinical and forensic viewpoints of the 2001 US anthrax incident. 

4. Contacts

Prof. Michelle Mock

Institut Pasteur

Toxines et Pathogénie Bactérienne

Cnrs Ura 2172-28

Rue Du Dr Roux

Paris Cedex 15

+33 (0)1 45 68 83 12

mmock@pasteur.fr
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