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1. Introduction

This meeting was an interesting multi-disciplinary gathering of solid state physicists, biologists and chemists presenting and discussing work in the area of single molecule detection and monitoring.  A total of 86 people from 25 countries attended the meeting.  Italy and India had the largest contingents.  The Italian attendees, however were from many different countries and happened to be currently based and working in one of the 6 or 7 high technology Institutes that are based in Trieste.  The meeting was excellent, and very effective.  Very few talks were cancelled and most of the lead researchers that were registered were all able to attend.  

2. Meeting Overview

The meeting had an all-plenary agenda.  Each speaker was allowed 45 minutes followed by a short question and answer period.  The meeting topics were grouped very effectively.  There were also poster sessions, and an adequate amount of time was set aside to visit all the posters one might desire to see.   The classroom lecture type of format was very effective with this size group, such that it allowed for much discussion and interaction both during and after the talks. 

. 

3. SUMMARY

This meeting was a specialists meeting that brought together the leading researchers and students (many from developing countries) working in the emerging multi-disciplinary field of Nano-biotechnology.  The content and size of the meeting allowed for maximum interchange between attendees.  The format allowed for a classroom lecture/interchange type of environment and was very interactive and productive.  The main thrust of the meeting was monitoring of protein function at the single molecule level.  Much of the work reported focused on medical related research, specifically involving labeling viruses and observing them into and through the cell wall.  Many of the reports involved the HIV virus. 

One of the interesting things about this meeting was the large number of high technology laboratories that exist in the Trieste area and the associated large number of visiting investigators that were on site to participate.  The venue was the Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics - http://www.ictp.trieste.it/.  Which was founded in 1964 by Abdus Salam (Nobel Laureate), the Abdus Salam ICTP operates under the aegis of two United Nations Agencies: UNESCO and IAEA and is regularized by a seat agreement with the Government of Italy which provides the major part of the Centre's funding. One of the main aims of the Abdus Salam ICTP is to foster the growth of advanced studies and research in the developing countries.   The evidence of this at this meeting was the large number of attendees from developing countries.  

Some of the other organizations and laboratories in the Trieste area include:

International Centre for Science and High Technology - http://www.ics.trieste.it/
AREA Science Park - http://www.area.trieste.it/#
Third World Academy of Sciences - http://www.ictp.trieste.it/~twas/TWAS.html
The international Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology - http://www.icgeb.trieste.it/
The International School for Advanced Studies - http://www.sissa.it/

The University of Trieste - http://www.univ.trieste.it/
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