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Summary

From February 24 until February 26 Greenberg, the A.D. for Mathematical Sciences attended the first annual meeting of the HYKE Research Training Network (RTN) funded by the EU in the 5th Framework. The meeting included summary talks from the 16 HYKE research teams and plenary talks by US and European Scientists. A complete schedule of the program may be found at http://www.wpi.ac.at/hyke/programme.php .

What is HYKE              

HYKE is a research and training network established under the EU’s 5th Framework Program. The research focus of the members of the network lies in the general area of Hyperbolic Conservation Laws and Kinetic Equations. The network has approximately 150 members broken up into 15 teams working in 14 European Countries. HYKE is the largest such network funded in the 5th Framework. Typical RTN’s were funded for three years at a level of 1.5M Euros and HYKES funding was for 3M Euros over the same period. The goal of the network is to provide an enriched training an research experience for young researchers (pre and postdoctoral students) working with senior HYKE investigators and to provide them with the funds so they can to travel and work at a variety of HYKE sites. The horizontal integration of research and training centers across Europe is an interesting idea; at the moment no such opportunities exist in the U.S.  In the Mathematical Sciences the National Science Foundation has created a research and training program to support young researchers but these grants are made to a single university and their goal is to vertically integrate the research experience in top rank departments and create research teams which include undergraduates, predoctoral and postdoctoral students, and senior researchers. In the AD’s opinion the horizontal integration based upon a common research theme makes at least as much sense than the US model but the administration of a network such as HYKE could be a nightmare. It should be noted that Norbert Mauser, the coordinator of HYKE, seems to have things well in hand.

The network seems to be functioning well and according to the information presented at the meeting they will have committed and probably spent their funding before the 3rd year expiration of the grant. Thus there was a lot of talk about how to continue the network. Bruno Schmitz, the director of the Research Training Activity for the 6th Framework gave an interesting presentation of the opportunities for RTN’s in the 6th Framework, pointed out the plan for increased funding for such activities, and pointed out how these networks could be expanded to include membership and funding for non EU members; this last item represents a substantial policy change for the for the 6th Framework. Details of Mr. Schmitz’s presentation may be found at http://hyke.org/conf/wien03 

by clicking the presentation of Mr. Schmitz.

The scientific talks summarizing the activities of the various research teams were interesting as were the talks of the plenary speakers. Many of these may be found at the url quoted in the last paragraph and a detailed work plan of the HYKE

Project may be found at http://www.hyke.org/Presentation/FWorkPlan.html .

Conclusion/Finding

The HYKE project seems to be progressing satisfactorily-they are doing cutting edge work and they are providing a training and research experience for young researchers not found in the US. It should be noted that the EU has established approximately 320 such networks of which 40 involve Mathematical Scientists; this is big money and according to the brief presented by Mr. Schmitz there will be enhanced funding for such activities in the new 6th Framework Program. 

Contacts

Professor Norbert J. Mauser, http://www.wpi.ac.at/People/Norbert/norbert.html
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