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1. Introduction

This was a very small focused meeting and was the fifth in a biannual series of Detection Dog Technology meetings.  A total of 96 people from 10 countries registered for the meeting.  The UK & US had the largest contingents.    Several Chinese were unable to attend due to travel restrictions related to the SARS outbreak.  The Chinese have a relatively new program and were anxious to share their information; as such one paper was presented by the host for the author.  The meeting was extremely useful and effective.  US organizations represented at the meeting included Department of Homeland Security, Secret Service, U.S. Army and several private sector organizations.  This meeting was supported by our Conference Support Program.

2. Meeting Overview

1. The meeting had an all-plenary agenda.  Each speaker was allowed about 45 minutes followed by a short question and answer period.  The conference web site can be found at: http://www.leads.org.uk/seminar/
2. TECHNICAL PROGRAM:

· KEYNOTE ADDRESS

· SINGAPORE: TECHNICAL OPERATIONS WITH DOGS

· UK: SEARCHING WITH DOGS

· GICHD: MINE DETECTION DOGS

· UK: NEW EXPLOSIVE TRAINING AID FOR DETECTION DOGS

· USA: THE AFTERMATH OF 911 ON DETECTION DOGS

· MAN AND ANIMALTEAM, DETECTION EQUIPMENT SUPPORT

· CHINA: DETECTION DOG OPERATIONS

· NEW ZEALAND: POLICE OPERATIONS AND ILLEGAL FOOD DETECTION

· UK: SEARCHING FOR HUMANS

· UK: SELECTION OF BREEDS AND INDIVIDUAL DOGS FOR SPECIALIST SEARCH WORK

· UK: PHYSIOLOGICAL RESPONSES OF DOGS TO THE STRESS OF KENNELLING

· “SO YOU WANT EXPLOSIVES TOO?”

· UK: THE FORENSIC SEARCHING FOR HUMANS AND HUMAN REMAINS

· UK: PERSONAL PROTECTION FOR SEARCHERS, OVERVIEW

· UK: THE PFI EXPERIENCE AND WIDER MARKET OPPORTUNITIES

· UK: PRIVATE SECTOR PROFESSIONAL BODIES (NASDU, BIPDT, etc.) AND THE NATIONAL OLFACTION COUNCIL (NOC)

· USA: THE USE OF PRIVATE SECTOR EXPLOSIVE DETECTION K9’s IN THE USA

· UK: PRIVATE SECTOR TRAINING NEEDS

· UK: THE PRIVATE SECTOR FUTURE IN THE UK

· CLOSING ADDRESS: ANIMAL WELFARE AND THE PROFESSION

3. SUMMARY

This meeting was a specialists meeting that brought together the leading researchers, policy-setters, law enforcement representatives, veterinarians and dog handlers who work with detection dogs.  Of special interest were the discussions revolving around the need on both a national and international level for standardization of training methods and capabilities as well as data bases that provide contact information and capabilities that can be called upon when special needs arise.  The talk given by the DHS representative about the increase in funding, program size and visibility of the detection dog program in the US Federal government as a result of the 911 catastrophe was enlightening.   It also showed the way in which various governments are working a combination of both animal systems and electromechanical systems synergistically to reduce the threat of terrorist acts and the value afford the tried and true animal systems.   While most of the talks had a focus of providing general information or were experiential in nature, there were several talks that were reports on scientific experiments that had been conducted on various areas of interest, such as breed selection, animal stress and explosive vapor detection limits. 
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