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1. Introduction

This workshop on cytoskeleton research was co-sponsored by the European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO) and the Federation of European Biochemical Societies along with CSP support from ONRIFO.  A total of 180 people from 24 countries registered for the meeting.  The UK and Germany had the largest contingents.  The meeting was excellent, and very effective.  Very few talks were cancelled and most of the lead researchers that were registered were all able to attend.  US organizations represented at the meeting were mostly universities and hospital research units.

2. Meeting Overview

The meeting had an all-plenary agenda.  Each speaker was allowed about 20 minutes followed by a short question and answer period.  The meeting topics were grouped very effectively.  There were also 2 poster sessions, and an adequate amount of time was set aside to visit all the posters one might desire to see.  A list of the oral session topics follows:

1. Membrane and Matrix Interactions

2. New Technologies

3. Signaling and the Cytoskeleton

4. Microfilaments and associated proteins

5. Genetic model systems

6. Molecular Motors

7. Interactions of cytoskeletal systems

8. Cell migration in vivo and in vitro

9. Pathogens and the cytoskeleton

10. Cytoskeletal protein domains and modules

11. The cytoskeleton in morphogenesis

12. Cytoskeleton and disease

. 

3. SUMMARY

This workshop was a specialists meeting that brought together the leading researchers and students working in the multi-disciplinary field of Cytoskeleton Research.  The content, size and venue of the meeting allowed for maximum interchange between attendees.  Of special interest were the presentations (both plenary and poster) involving molecular motors and the role that cytosketons play in this biological system.  This was an especially interesting subject area given the current and planned investment in this topic by both ONR and DARPA.  
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