CURRENT NEW INITIATIVES
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RUSSIA.  ONR Global has initiatives underway to establish a liaison and scientific collaboration office in Russia in order to explore cooperative R&D projects beneficial to both the US and Russia. Areas of interest include basic research, material science, mathematics, oceanography & atmospheric science, human factors, hydrodynamics, aerodynamics, hull and underwater flow dynamics. Favorable responses from both Russian and US Navy leadership indicate that a target date in mid-2003 may be feasible. For additional information please contact techdir@onrifo.navy.mil or co@onrifo.navy.mil 

2. BIOSCIENCES: ONR Global has initiatives underway to increase its focus on Biosciences. The five main focus areas are:

· Biosystems – The investigation, understanding and utilization of unique animal sensory systems or capabilities in solving or resolving problems of interest to the Navy and Marine Corps.

· Biomimetics – The mimicking of unique animal sensory systems or capabilities in hardware to provide the solution to problems heretofore not resolvable. 

· Bioinspiration – Developing hardware and capabilities that have had their inspiration in nature to provide the solution to problems heretofore not resolvable.

· Biomaterials – Development of materials that either mimic or duplicate the function found in biological systems, i.e. artificial muscles, natural camouflage, or skeletal systems.

· Marine Mammal Environmental Concerns – Research and development of mitigation techniques on the effects of man-made noise on marine mammals in their natural environment.

For additional information please contact biosciences@onrifo.navy.mil
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